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111 March there were too vigorous movements on the
part of the Mysoreaiis. But, on the other side, there was
no co-operation between Captain Daltoai, the commander
of the garrison and Khairu'd-diii Khan, the killedar of the
fort; and provisions were becoming scarce. In April Mu-
hammad Ali was prevented from advancing south of the
Coleroon, by a body of Murari Rao's horse. A little later
we hear that Muhammad Ali was pursued into the Tanjore
country and that Murari Rao sent-reinforcements to the
Mysore camp. It was only towards the end of May that
Muhammad Ali reached Trichinopoly by a stratagem and
inflicted a defeat on Nanja Raja's troops. Meanwhile,
French tro'ops had captured Chidambaram, Vriddhacha-
lam and Kallakurichi and were enabled to control the
entire region to the north of the Coleroon.

In the middle of June the French were attacked and
surprised in a night attack on their entrenchment at the
French Rock. Nanja Raja was greatly irritated at this
mishap, which is not referred to by Orme, and "must
have been a very minor affair" according to Dodwell
Some days later, the French troops carried Khaludaimalai,
about three miles from Trichinopoly; and they were there-
upon attacked by Lawrence and the Nawab's tro-ops and
had to flee to Nanja Raja's camp, abandoning all their
camion. In July Nawab Muhammad Ali and Lawrence
proceeded to Tanjore from whose ruler they obtained ab-
out 1,000 horse, 5,000 foot and a lakh of rupees. They also
made aft alliance with the Tondaiman of Pudukottali, the
Marava chief of Ramnad and others. Both Dupleix and
Nanja Raja intrigued with Raja Pratap Singh of Tanjore
and made Mm vacillate in his alliance with the English..
They threatened that his country would be laid waste by
Murari Rao's horse and bribed the Raja's chief minister,
Sakkoji, who succeeded in procuring the dismissal of

declared himself a,fc the same time against the English and Muhammad
Ali and made a, brisk attack on them in Srirangam (20tli December),
He could not maintain himself there, but twd days afterwards, he
attacked another English party commanded by Dalton himself, to
the east of Trichinopoly, on the bank of the Kaveri. The English
were forced, panio-etrieken and with, appreciable lose, to the gates
Nanja Raja, however, did not want to treat ^th Dupleix before
knowing as to how he should act towards Muhammad Ali. On the
7th, December Dnpleix announced to the Mysore -vakil that hia mu
tor could have Ha friendship whenever he wanted ft.